Nervous System and Brain Practice Quiz

1. The nervous system is divided into the Central Nervous System and the Peripheral Nervous System.  Which of the following best describes the main function of the Central Nervous System?
A. The CNS functions in sensory reception while the PNS functions in motor responses
B. The CNS functions in making sense of the signals coming in from the PNS and coordinating responses through motor neurons of the PNS
C. The CNS functions in sensory input and motor output while the PNS functions in thought and processing
D. The CNS functions mainly in reflexes

2. Compare and contrast the somatic and autonomic divisions of the peripheral nervous system.  

3. Activation of the sympathetic nervous system is likely to have which of the following effects?
A. increased release of digestive enzymes from the pancreas
B. decreased heart rate
C. increased availability of glucose to the muscles
D. increased reabsorption of water in the kidneys

4. Describe why the brain evolved to be in the anterior (head) region

5. Which of the following best explains the higher thought processes and decision-making humans can engage in compared to other animals?
A. A larger and more complex brain stem
B. A more folded and larger frontal cortex
C. A cerebellum that better connects to the brain stem
D. A more advanced limbic system including more advanced amygdala and hippocampus

6. Describe the first part of the brain to evolve and its major functions

7. A person who is having trouble maintaining balance while they walk is most likely suffering from damage to the
A. frontal cortex
B. occipital lobe
C. cerebellum

D. thalamus

8-9 Match each of the following parts of the brain to its function
i. amygdala


a. relays sensory signals to the cerebral cortex


ii. hippocampus

b. processes vision


iii. parietal lobe

c. controls emotional memories and reactions


iv. occipital lobe

d. controls much of language processing and visual memory


v. thalamus


e. processes memory and spatial reasoning


vi. temporal lobe 

f. contains the somatosensory cortex to regulate senses, especially touch

10. Describe major ways in which the human brain differs from other animals
